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take some of his troops, dash across to England,
and by force of arms drive his " enemies " away
from the Queen. In other words, he meant to
use the Queen's troops to give himself control
over her and the government. Horrified at the
mere idea, his friends managed to convince him
that this could not be done. Giving up that plan,
he went personally to meet Tyrone. He staged
an extraordinary meeting, forcing Tyrone to ride
his horse into a river to talk to him, so that no
one could overhear what was said. He is said to
have planned a joint rebellion and attack on
England. In any case quite openly he arranged
a truce, gave up the campaign, and, disobeying
Elizabeth's clear instructions, left his army and
hurried to England.^ He~\*ent as fast as horses
could carry him," rushed to the Palace at Nonsuch,
and in his riding clothes, covered with mud and
dirt, burst into the Queen's dressing-room, where
her attendants were doing her hair.
In the first shock of seeing him Elizabeth
showed the affection that she truly fefi. She was
intensely happy to see him back after his weary
months away. But as soon as she had had time to
recover from the surprise, she sent him away from
Court. She was so shrewd, in spite of Essex's
belief to the contrary, and she was so well-
informed, that she may have known what he had
been ready to plot. The story goes that in spite
of that meeting in the river men had hidden in
the rushes and overheard what was plotted with